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Monday Evening, December 5,\991

Elder Jerry Griffin opened the delegates' reception at 7:45 p.m. He called upon
Calvin Burrell, President of the General Conference of the Church of God (Seventh
Day) of Denver, Colorado, who welcomed the Congress to the United States and
who led us in opening prayer.

Elder Jerry Griffin then gave announcements and distributed copies of the various
studies to be considered this week.

X 
We then had a fruit buffet and visited with one another.

F Tuesday, Decembe r 6, L994

The fifth International Ministeriai Congress was called to order by the president at
.l 8:35 a.m.
P

(, b Pastor Miguei Correa of Brazii led in the invocation. The Registration Committee
-'\- reported 55 deiegates, 11. observers, and 2 translators present. MOVED to approve

\: 
thl report of thehegistration Committee. Seconded.' Carrieci. L '

I - (.-) The North American delegation led in the morning devotion. Ly.n Taylor led in
ft choruses; Steve Kurtright gave a devotion based on Exodus 77:*76. Prayer was then

' offered for our meetings and for some members who were not able to be present due
b to injury, illness, and other reasons.

d
]_ F 

MO\IED to adopt the printed program as the orders of the day. Seconded. Carried.

= 
Ierry Griffin appointed a Resolution Comrnittee as follows: Lorenzo Arroyo-

f : Chr'irrr,ur,, S"#o Carlos Ceron, Samuel Piggott, Robert Coulter, and Miguel Josefat

53-(.l Santa Cruz.

\ The president then gave his report for the past four years.

--The secretary gave the higtrlights of the 1990 meeting in Oaxtepec, Mexico. He then
introduced the delegates, the observers, and the interpreters.

]erry Griffin read the financial report:

INTERNATIONAL MINIS'TERI.AL CONGRESS
April 1., 1991-November 30,7994

Funds Available-April 1, 1997
General Conference Grant
Mexican Conference Grant

$ 30s92
7,568.29
1,000.00



Wednesday, December 7, 7994

Jle Colgr-ess opened at 8:05 a.m. at the call of the chair. The delegation from
Mexico led in the morning devotion. A quartet sang "Let the Lower Lights be
Burning." Fidel Guerrero used tr Corinthiaru 77:24-33 as his text and also referred to
II Thessalonians 3:14. We had a time of anointing and prayer.

The minutes of Tuesday were read and approved. The Registration Committee
reported that we now have 55 members registered and 12 observers.

MOVED to seat Domingo Huezo as an observer. Seconded. MOVED to amend by
substituting, "That the chair appoint a comrrrittee of tfuee to interview Domingd
Huezo, in consultation with the brethren of Central America, to determine the
appropriateness of seating Brother Huezo as an observer." Seconded.

MO\rED to close debate. Seconded. Carried

Motion to substitute Carried.

The substitute motion Carried.

Ram6n Ruiz, Robert Coulter, and Humberto L6pez were appointed by the chairman
as the committee-

Jerry Griffin infroduced the subiect of the deitv of Cfuist and explained the
procedure we will follow in this discussion-

Jonathart Mart{nez presented the Mexican Conference study on the deity of Christ.

We recessed at 10:00 a.m. and reconvened at 10:37.

Brother Mart{nez completed his presentation, and then answered questions for
clarification-

The Resolution Committee presented the resolution of the Mexican Conference:

BE IT RESOLVED that the International Ministerial Congress affirm the position
that ]esus Christ was created by God in eternify.

Esteban Moys presented a study on the deity of Cfuist. He then ariswered questions
in order to clarify parts of his presentation-

Pedro Martlnez led in prayer.

We recessed at 12:35 and reconvened at 2:15 p.m.

MOVED to table the resolution concerning the deify of Christ. Seconded. Carried.

The committee appointed to interview Domingo Huezo recoulmended that we not
seat him.
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MOVED to decline to seat Domingo Huezo. Seconded. Carried.

MOVED to take the resolution concerning the deity of Christ from the table.
Seconded. Carried.

Cesar Herazo gave a preseniation from Colombia. Cesar answered several questions
concerning his presentation.

Jerry Griffin turned the chair over to the first vice-president, lvfiguel Correa. Miguel
then called upon lerry Griffin to give a presentation on the deit"v of Christ.

MOVED to amend the resolution of the Mexican Conference by substituting the
following:

WHEREAS the statement of Faith of the lnternational Ministerial Congress declares
in Section 3: "We believe in ]esus, Messiah and Savior, only begotten Son of the
Father...," and

WHEREAS Section 3 does not state or imply that jesus was "created by God,"

BE IT RESOLVED that the Congress interpret the pfuase, "only begotten Son of the
Father," as follows:

The phrase, "only begotten Son of the Father," reveals two complementary trutfu
about ]esus Christ 1) His inherent nature, and 2) His position within the Godhead.

ln regards to nature, the phrase indicates the fuIl deify of Christ. Through the act of
begettal, the Son exists of the same nature, substance, or "stuff' as the Father. The
term "begotten;' by definition, makes the Son divine because the One from whom
He was begotten is divine. Since the Son is of the same divine substance as the
Father, He is an equal member of the Godhead and shares with the Father the
nature, attributes, and title of "God."

In regards to position, the phrase, "only begotten Son of the Father," also indicates
the relationship of the Son to the Father. The term "begotten," by definition, places
the Son under the Father's authority. The Son is begotten, while the Father alone is
unbegotteru Because the Son acts only in accord with the Father, and not of
Himself, He is subordinate to the Father in rank. However, the subordination of the
Son does not make Him a separate or second "god." By nature, the Son relruins
equal to the Father, sharing with Him the divine substance of the Godhead.
Although the Father and Son differ in role and position, the equality in nature of
Father and Son pres€rves the oneness of the Godhead.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Congress distribute this resolution to each
member conference or council with instructions that each conference or council in
turn distribute a copy of this resolution to its ministers, pastors, and church workers.

Seconded.
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Jerry then answered several questions dealing with his presentation, for clarity andfurther explanation.

Miguel Correa turned the chair back to Ierry criffin after the discussion period.

MOVED to table the motion. Seconded. Carried.

Several announcements were made.

Thursdan Decembe r B, 1994

The chairman called F" Cong.ress to order at 8:08 a.m. The delegates from SouthAmerica led in devotions. Felix Fermi-n Lopez led a song. Wi1ilms Correa led in
Prayer. Cesar Herazo used Matthu* 1V44-[6 as the text f"or the devotio""f. a q"urtutfrom Mexico sang. Brothers Muller and Iza closed with pr;t;;r. -''

The minutes were read and approved.

The chairman made announcements and read a greeting from the Church of God inPueblo, Mexico.

MOVED to chan-ge the ordersof the day to take up the discussion of the deity ofChrist until 11:15a.m. Seconded. Carried. L

fOYEP to take the resolution on the deity of Cfuist from the table. Seconded.Larrleq.

I"try Slffin turned the chair over to Miguei Correa, the first vice-president. Mieueiturned it over to Ra-sron Ruiz, the seconi vicepresident, *rto1r,ul-;1.,"]|"J,il;"*"^
discussion.

Recessed at 10:06 and reconvened atlO:32.

MOVED and seconded to table the motion. Carried,.

Ramon (rriz furned the chair back to Jerry GriffirL

':::."Iloe 
made the presentation of the Mexican Conference concerning the churchanq state.

Henry Harley dismissed us with prayer.

Recessed at12:32 and reconvened at 2:0g p.nr

Isaac answered questions concerning the presentation of church and state.

The Resolution Committee presented this motion:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Intemational Ministerial Congress adopt the following
statement that sets forth a definitive course of action apiropriate ?or Christiars fi
response to civil authority:
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1.

.,

That the Church have more participation in the social sphere, practicing the love
of God for our fellow marL

That the Church be instructed so that members know the proper procedures for
voting.

3. That the parish be taught to take part in all civil acts, without compromising
their Cfuistian integrity, thus fuifiiling their duties as good citizens.

4. That the members of the Church be informed as to what patriotic symbols
should be respected.

5. That the faithful who have financial revenue with real estate taxes be instructed
to execute their fiscal obligations.

6. That the pastors of the Church study the political constitution of their country
and the universal declaration of human rights, so that they may know their
rights and obligations.

7. That the C:rurch of Cod (Seventh Day) cooperate when possible with the
evangelical churches of the country, creating a cornmon cause to demorutrate
peacefully, according to their right, when the government vioiates human
rights.

8. That the Church of God (Seventh Day) cooperate when possible with the alliil16s
of evangelical churches in eacir country to protest and reject ail arrangeuients
and laws that come from the government that affect free expression and
primarily the faith we confess.

MOVED and seconded to amend item 3 by omitting the word "all." Carried.

MOVED and seconded to amend item 5 by omitting the words "revenue with real
estate taxes" and substituting with the words "resources which are taxable." Carried.

MO\ED to close debate. Seconded. Carried.

The resolution Carried.

The chair made some announcements.

Terry Slowe dismissed with prayer.

Recessed at 4:04 p.m.

Friday, December 9, 7994

The chair called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m. The delegates fronn Central
America led the devotions. Jose Julio Osorio led us in "Revive Us Again" and
"Rock of Ages." Esteban Moys brought a devotional based upon 1 Iohn 4:8. David
Armando Villanueva Ruiz closed with prayer.
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The minutes were read and approved as read.

Terrv Slowe reoorted that Guyana has 6 active^groups,3 full-time evangelists, 1 part-timeminister ind *u"r.i r"f'*ort"rs, and 300-members.

ftgry{ Harley of Jamaica reported that they have 162 churches, 2,400 members, 22ministers, and 70 workers. -

Esje.ban Moys reported for Centrai Asrerica. Th"y have 13,680 members, 174ministers, 315 churches, and are divided into 6 c6uncils.

Alexander Cheokwony reported that Kenya has 23 congregati ans,7,gZ9 members,
and 11 pastors.'

Ramon Ruiz showed a video for Mexico's report. Th"y have 16,000 members, 1g6ministers, 545 churches.

We recessed at 10:00 and reconvened at 10:35.

3".fl99t was oPened for nominatiory lqr president. Ramon Ruiz, Isaac Uribe, and
JosaJat Santa cruz were nominated. Ballots were passed out.

Calvin Burr^ell gave the report for the North American General Conference. Hereported 150 churches, 130 ministers, and 6,000 members.

The Ballot Comsdttee reprcrted this count: Ruiz41, Isaac Uribe-S, ]osafat SantaCruz-7. Ramon Ruiz is 
-the 

new president.

Nominations were given for first vice-president Lorerzo Arroyo, Henrv Harley,
lry" Taylor, Alvaro Gonza,lez, Raul Lbpez, williams Correa. a;;J ni;g;[.'-"
Ballots were casl

^L"*it 
Guy- reported for Trinidad Tobago. He reported the death of Brother Wilfred

Sauncters thi: P*t year.. S"-tg-pgtted that they have 5 congregations, 125 members,4
part-time ministers, and 1 full-time minister.

The Bailot Committee reported the results of the vote for fust vice-presidenh
Arroyo-].9, Harley4, Taylor-1.2, Goralez-7}, Correa-S, fopei-a, 

^r,'a 
piggott_2 No

election.

MOVED and seconded to vote between the two highest. Carried. Ballots were cast.
The vote was Arroyo-32 and raylor-19. rorenzo koyo is elected.

Nominations were made for second vicepresidenl Henry Harley, Lynn Taylor,Alvaro Gonza,lez, Miguel Correa. Bailots'were cast.

The president gave a surnmary of the council reports. Eleven conferences and.
councils ;ue present, and one ieported by mail. '
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The Ballot Committee reported this vote: Harley-8, Tay\or-zz, Gonzalez-1.5,
Correa-9. No election.

MOVED and seconded to vote on the two highest. Carried. Ballots were cast. The
vote resulted in the election of Lynn Taylor (Taylor-34, conzalez-19),

Nominations for secretary were: Isaac Uribe, PauI Heavilin, Daniel Davila, Esteban
Moys. Ballots were cast. The results of the ballot were: Urib+11, Heavilin-1.9,
Davila-15, and Moys-10. No election.

MOVED to vote on the two highest. Seconded. Carried. The resuit of this ballot
was the election of Paul Heavilin ftIeavilin-3O, Davila-}4).

Nominations were made for the treasurer: Isaac Uribe, Alvaro Gorualez, Miguel
Correa, Esteban Moys, and Daniel Davila. The results of the ballot were: UribLZ
Conzalez-19, Correa-L4, Moys-6, and Davila-7.

MOVED to vote on the fwo highest. Seconded. Carried. The results were Alvaro
Gonzalez was elected treasurer (Gonzalez-35 and Correa-18).

The Resolutions Committee reported that there are tfuee resolutions to present.

Resolution #1

WHEREAS the Guyana Conference of the Church of God (Seventh Day) has made a
formal reouest for membership in" the International Ministerial Congress,

BE IT RESOLVED that they be extended fuIl membership in the IMC. Carried
unanimousiy.

Resolution #2

WHEREAS there has been a division in the Church of God in the republic of El
Salvador which has affected a significant number of members, ther&ore,

BE ff RESOL\IED that the 1994 session of the IMC recommend that the ministerial
council of the Church of God in EI Salvador request that a member council or
conference of the IMC assist it in mediating beiween the church and those who have
left the church for the purpose of bringinglbout reconciliation between the church
in El Salvador and those who have left it. Carried.

Resolution #3

BE IT RESOLVED that the Executive Committee provide proposed amendments to
the Bylaws for consideration at the 1998 session oi the Congr6ss, whidr will make
the following o$ectives possible.

1. That the number of the eiected officers that compose the Executive Committee be
increased.
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2.

3.

4.

5.

That the time and frequency of the meetings of the Executive Committee be
specified.

That the Executive Committee be authorized to provide assistance in the form of
consultation and mediation in resolving conflict-s to any member conference or
council which solicits such assistance.

That the president of the Executive Committee be responsible for maintaining
the ongoing communication with the administrationi of member conferencei
and councils.

That a fi.ryncial_pJan_be implemented that will provide for a full-time salary for
the president of the Executive Committee, trav6ling expenses, and other
administrative costs.

6. That the trvg priaarl o$ectives of the IMC continue to be upheld as priority
functions of the Congress.

MOVED to amend by adding to the end of the resoiution:

BE IT FIIRTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Cosrmittee prepare a study to be
presented to the Congress that-will infbrq it of how these p'ropbsed changes will.
impact the current purpose and structures of the IMC. Ttre puipose of thii study is
to help the Colgress to maintain its perspective of its purpolse ind how its sruiture
supports it, and,

BE IT FTIRTHER RESOL\IED that this study be presented to the Congress in session
before the amendments-proposed in this resolution are presented for-adoption by
the Congress. Seconded.

Recessed at 12:33 and reconvened at 2:10 p.m. The amendment passed.

MovED to dose debate. seconded. Carried. Resolution #3 Carried.

Ierry gave the final financial report. we now have a balance of. $274.43.

MO\IED to take from the table the substitute motion concerning the deity of Christ.
Seconded. Carried

JerY Itjffi" stepped from the chair and the second vice-president, Ramon Ruiz,
presided.

Recessed at 3:05 and reconvened at 3:30 p.at

MOVED to strike the words "the act of" in paragraph 5. Seconded.

MO\IED to dose debate. Seconded. Carried.

Motion to strike Carried.
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MOVED to strike the word "edsts" in paragraph 5 and substitute with the word
"consists." Seconded.

MOVED to close debate. Seconded. Carried. Motion to substitute Carried.

MOVED to close debate. Seconded. Carried.

Motion concerning the deity of Cfuist Carried.

Ra:non Ruiz turned the chair back to Jerry Griffin.

The minutes were read and approved.

Carlos Martinez led in prayer.

Adjourned at 4:25 p.m.

The new Executive Committee is:

Ramon Ruiz of Mexico
Lorenzo Arroyo of NAMC
Lynn Taylor of NAMC
Paul Heavilin of NAMC
Alvaro Conzaiez of Medco

Friday Evening Worship Service

The Friday evening service was a joint worship with the local Corpus Ctristi
congregation.

Psalm 95:14 was read by Daniel Davila as the call to worship.

After a period of worship in song, Elder Victor Burford brought a message- ft9*
Hebrews 12:1,2 reminding us that Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faitlu

After some choruses in Spanish, Alvaro Goralez spoke to us,- b-asing his thoughts-
around the two objectivei of the IMC, evangelism and unity of doctrine-both based
upon love.

Worship closed with more choruses.

After introductions of the outgoing and_incoming Executive Committees of the
IMC, one of the local elders dismissed us with Prayer.

Sabbath Morning December 10,1994

The brethren from the islands directed our morning devotions. Lewis Guy led in
prayer. The brothers from the Caribbean,_Guyana and Kenya (Africa) led in "Blessed

]Assurance." T"try Slowe from Guyana (South agrerlcl) sang "Because He Lives."
Alexander Chepkwony of Kenya, .tifriga salg in Sw-ahili, grvjng plaise to the love of
God. Henry Hirtey of lamaicaused Matt.5:?3 and24 as the basis for the devotional

President
First VicePresident
Second Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
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